John 1:10

He was in the world, and the world was made by him, and the world knew him not.

(KJV)

1. This verse is a reference to the Father, not to Christ. A study of the context reveals that
this section opens in verse 6 by telling us, “There came a man who was sent by God.”
We are told, “God is light,” and that God’s light shown through Jesus Christ and made
him “the light of the world.” Though God was in the world in many ways, including
through His Son, the world did not recognize him. He came unto his own by sending his
exact image, Jesus Christ, to them, but even then they did not receive God, in that they
rejected His emissary. The fact that the world did not receive Him is made more
profound in the context as Scripture reveals how earnestly God reached out to them—He
made his plan and purpose flesh and shined His light through Christ to reach the world—
but they did not receive Him, even though He was offering them the “right to become
children of God” (v. 12).

2. Some scholars make the phrase, “the world was made by him,” a reference to the new
creation only (see Col. 1:15-20 and Heb. 1:2 and 10), but we see it as a double entendre
referring to both the original and the new creations (see #7 under John 1:1 above, and
Chapter 9).
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